


Sunday the 8th of march saw dogs and handlers gather at Mr. Edward Connant’s ground at Lyndon, near Rutland Water , for the E.M.G.C. mock field trial. 26 runners made up the field, many of whom had travelled considerable distances to go under judges Andrew and David Latham, Henrik Vilendal  and Phil Garton.
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The first round took the competitors through Mr. Connant’s  plantation, giving the better marking dogs the advantage amongst the young mixed hardwoods, brambles and white grass. Dogs on the right had the added problem of  a hidden ditch to negotiate on some retrieves , which gave the gallery on a raised bank some good viewing.
A bird on the left caused problems for both dogs, neither of them making the retrieve. Competitors from the right were brought across, the first of them also unable to make anything of it. However Linda Partridge must have earned a plus when her Braidenvale Spinnaker  brought home the elusive bird.[image: image2.jpg]



Tricky marks and the odd blind retrieve were taking a slow toll on the dogs as the line moved out into the open for a while over a freshly ploughed game strip with white grass to the left and a high hedge alongside the ditch to the right.
The first of the second round dogs were sent in by dog steward Gaynor Gent as [image: image3.jpg]



The ground opened up again with a wide area of white grass. Guns and throwers gradually increasing their distance from the line and being increasingly inventive with retrieves helped to whittle down numbers but also gave dogs chances to impress. Notable for a tricky retrieve out of the ditch and under the mother of all bramble patches was Hawkslow Love In The Mist, Owned, bred and Handled by Sally Antram.
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Meanwhile some impressive dog work was also being seen at the other end of  the line where blind retrieves in a belt of mature trees coupled with long delayed marks across the line were really stretching the less experienced dogs.

 At the end of the second round the judges got together to discuss and compare their books. The feeling in the gallery that one dog in particular had performed consistently well through the day would have to wait to be confirmed though as Chief Steward Ron Gent called for 6 dogs to take part in a drive.

Amongst those summoned was Sheila Suzuki who, with Staftly Indiana, had
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 been quietly and efficiently getting her retrieves picked and had particularly impressed on the left in the second round.
Club Secretary Paul Wintersgill also made it to the drive with Corsemalzie Drifter who had also shone on the 
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second round, making short work of a blind that had foxed the previous dog.
F.T.C.H. Settador Drummer, owned and handled by Vikki Stanley was one of three field trial champions to run on the day.[image: image7.jpg]



They also took a well deserved place in what turned out to be an extremely realistic drive, complete in every detail and even including a cry of “whose is that b****y spaniel”!
While all this was taking place Ron Gent had made the the long climb up 300 yards of arable bank to put out some blinds on which to test our surviving dogs one last time.

The judges declared they had seen enough and the party returned to the farm yard for refreshments, kindly provided by Ron & Gaynor Gent, followed by the announcement of the results.
It came as no surprise that the eventual winner was F.T.C.H. BLACKFOOT SCOUT OF MINSTEAD  Owned and Handled by Judith White.[image: image8.jpg]



The team of dog and handler had done everything asked of them through the day and the result was very well earned.
Second place went to Sally Antram with Hawkslow Love In The Mist.

Third was Linda Partridge with Braidenvale Spinnaker.

Reserve was awarded to Paul Wintersgill with Corsemalzie drifter.

Certificates of merit were awarded to Sheila Suzuki with Staftly Indiana and Vikki Stanley with F.T.C.H. SETTADOR DRUMMER.
The committee of the E.M.G.C., the Retriever Working Test Secretary, the chief steward and all the competitors would like to offer their sincere thanks to our generous host, our judges and helpers on the day. Without you, no-one gets to do what they love. Thank you.

