PUPPY, NOVICE AND NOVICE DOG/NOVICE HANDLER 

We held the tests on the 6th of June at Knaptoft Hall Farm. The day started with the most awful down pour of rain as the judges were being shown their areas, but the handlers were lucky enough to get the best of the day. 

We had 12 puppies, 10 ND/NH and around 20 novices, which was great, to keep the groups moving Debbie Hall was asked to be the 4th Judge. 

All groups went to a test:- Laura Marsh had the puppies do a single walk-up and then a sit, dummy was then thrown out into a large drop in the field (bomb hole) there was a recall after a further walk then the dog was sent for the delayed retrieve. The ND/NH was further away from the bomb hole. The Novice dogs had a double mark. The first dummy thrown out into a dip in front of marsh grass, the 2nd dummy thrown in front of trees behind the marsh grass. The handlers to choose which they wanted to pick first. 

The water test was judged by Chris Winfield. The Novices had a double mark between an island, the ND/NH had a mark on the water and a short blind to the side over a fence. The puppies had a dummy thrown to the side of the dog, the handler leaving the dog in front of the water to pick it up, then the puppies had a very short mark in the water. 

The water caused many problems, first when the double mark were thrown the wind pushed the dummy’s towards the island or the side of the bank, some slight adjustment was made by the thrower Craig Horwill, making the fall areas clearer for the dogs. The dogs also had the added hazard of some water lilies on the edge of the pond. 

The third test judged by Mr Morris Sergeant, the puppies had a mark thrown to the right of a tree. The ND/NH had a mark then a 2nd shot and dummy thrown out as the dog returning to handler with first retrieve. The Novices having a mark off to the left of the tree, on return to handler a blind with shot was put in the same area. This was not as straight forward as it seemed as there was a slight drop of rough ground the dogs had to go through to the retrieve area, the novices were further back, sitting in a hollow so less to mark and the rough area went into marsh grass on the left hand side, a bunker you didn’t want to let your dog get into. Morris was great and anybody that struggled was given another retrieve slightly easier so no dog went away without succeeding. 

The last test was judged by Debbie Hall, the puppies having a mark retrieve with the fall area in a dip, all successfully doing this and finishing on a good retrieve. The ND/NH having a mark over a small wooden fence, the Novices having a blind over the fence. This again was not as easy as it looked, the dogs were sent from about 30 meters form the fence, which was situated next to another pond, the dogs getting very confused of what to do and majority jumped into the water and out the other side of the fence. The mark easy to find on a strip of cut grass was a bonus to the dogs, after losing the line when getting out of the water. 

The Novices had the added problem of also having to go through the fall area of the mark retrieves. 

After all 4 tests were done, the judges decided that they would not have a cut but did have some run off’s for the final placing. 

The novices had a very long mark from the top of the bomb hole to the far side of the field, this not being easy because of the undulating ground and the dummy’s rolling in the fall area. The ND/NH having a shorter retrieve across the bomb hole in a different direction. 

The day finished with a raffle and presentation of which the land owner Mr N Hall presented the prizes. I would like to say a huge THANK YOU to all the helpers on the day, some of which were originally down to run their own dogs, to Craig Horwill whom had to travel along way, and a special thank you to Rory Willcox, who has helped out at three of our working test’s this year. Also to the judges, who helped any handlers and dogs and gave lots of advice to help them for future events, thank you for taking the time to judge for East Midland Gundog Club. 

Sadly I have no photos of the day, if any body has any, please could you forward them to our web master Mr John Sexton. 

Retriever Working Test Secretary 

Sandra Braithwaite 

