RETRIEVER OPEN WORKING TEST
GARENDON PARK 26TH APRIL 2009
FIRST OF ALL, AND JUST FOR FUN, THE GARENDON PHOTO COMPETITION.[image: image1.jpg]



WHO’S GOT THEIR FINGERS CROSSED FOR A PLACE IN THE RUN OFF?

Wednesday May 13th 1964 was a strange day at Garendon Park. Fire crews from Leicester County Fire Brigade deliberately burnt Garendon Hall down! The hall had been falling into disrepair for years and the owner, 22 year old Squire Gerard March Phillipps de Lisle had negotiated with a firm of contractors to demolish the 50 room mansion in exchange for it’s value as hard core, for use in the construction of the nearby new M1 motorway. The fire was the first stage of this demolition.
45 years later, and by kind permission of Squire de Lisle and the Garendon Shoot, the E.M.G.C. held their open retriever test in what had been the hall gardens and surrounds.

Handlers met at a marquee erected on the lawn by the shoot lodge and were introduced to the judges, Mr. Malcolm Smith, Mr. Dave Probert and Mr. Godfrey Lowe before moving off to the gardens for the first three tests set by Stewards Rory Willcocks and Bill Hill.

Test 1 under local judge Dave Probert was a blind roughly 75 yards down a beautiful avenue of yew trees, over a small stretch of open ground and tucked in a rock pile. Like a lot of tests it looked relatively easy, but there were plenty of bunkers to trip the unwary handler and a look at the board later revealed a wide range of scores with 4 dogs achieving a maximum.
Malcolm Smith was judging test 2. A pair of marks were thrown out, one in front of a plantation and the other to one side, dogs being sent from the edge of the garden across some young rape. A good marking dog had the advantage here as the rape was throwing some dogs off line resulting in handlers having to handle their dogs back into the area at quite a distance. No maximums scored here but some very worthy high teens showed the standard open dogs must aspire to.
It’s not every day you get to work your dog in a moat! Never the less at E.M.G.C. we aim to give you a bit of variety and test 3 saw Godfrey Lowe judging a long, delayed mark which handlers couldn’t send their dogs for until they had picked a blind from the moat. This retrieve proved tricky as the moat at this point was screened by bushes and some dogs took a bit of convincing to enter the water. A couple more maximum scores here and 4 dogs were starting to pull ahead of the field.

Over an excellent buffet lunch prepared by Robbie Hill the judges consulted their books and the decision was made to take all dogs through to the afternoon session and to give them 2 more tests.
A boggy stretch of woodland alongside the track to The Hermitage was the setting for test 4. With Malcolm Smith sending the dogs from the track and Dave Probert co-judging from near the fall area, a mark was thrown out into a narrow, wet clearing. When this had been picked dogs were sent for a blind in the same area. This was another tricky one with it being very easy to lose sight of your dog if it strayed from the area. Again, no maximums here but the top dogs were making their presence felt with some very good scores in the high teens.
Meanwhile Godfrey Lowe was judging test 5 at the lake where competitors were required to retrieve a mark off the water followed by a blind on the bank. The mark proved pretty simple for the majority, despite it being largely obscured by over hanging trees. The blind was a little more awkward though, with dogs struggling to hold a line through the water with the attraction of the bank so close at hand.
Back at the marquee Robbie and her helpers had laid on tea and cakes for everyone to enjoy while the scores were added up. At this point it was found that two dogs would have to run off.

A straightforward blind was put out and the dogs tried in turn. (unusually, the waiting dog was kept out site in the excavated crypt of the original abbey chapel!)
This brought the day to a close and the following results were announced.

1st  and the Misterton Cup and the Old John Trophy: Laura Hill with Labrador Bitch Jubeshill Octavia.

2nd and the Melpark trophy: Linda Partridge with Labrador dog Braidenvale Spinnaker.
3rd: Paul Wintersgill with Labrador Dog Corsemalzie Drifter.
Reserve: Anne Blake with Labrador Bitch Kinderton Black Pepper.

Certificates of merit were awarded to Tim Brain with Rockside May and Pete Bills with Creazenbre Gypsy.

The Working Test Secretary would like to take the opportunity to thank Squire de Lisle and the Garendon Shoot for the use of their really excellent ground, the judges and helpers for giving up their day for the club, Robbie for lunch and tea, and the competitors for supporting the event.

Did you know who was in the photo at the beginning?
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It was eventual reserve Anne Blake, seen here hoping to see her Kinderton Black Pepper return from the dreaded Hermitage swamp! 
