THREE WAY MATCH
EASTMIDLAND GUNDOG CLUB/ UNITED RETREIVER CLUB/ FLATCOAT RETREIVER CLUB

Was held on the 16TH MAY 2010 AT Mr Geoff Dilworth’s ground.

The judges for the day were Mr Steve Richardson and Mrs Sally Richardson.

The day started with all the novice dogs going with Sally to test two and having a Mark into long grass, but having to negotiate a stream and wheat field before getting to the area. This didn’t cause too many problems for the novices. The open dogs having a longer distance to the same Mark caused a few problems as some dogs followed a tractor track which took them away from the fall area. 

With Steve, the open dog’s first test was a blind with shot in a wood. Causing a few worries to the handler. If the dog didn’t stay on the line to the area, they got into trouble of not seeing the dog to handle.   The novices went from a different place where they had to go over a large ditch then up into a wooded area to a blind with shot. Some dogs losing there line as trying to go around the brambles and nettles.
The 3rd test for the open dogs was a blind, again in a wooded area, the blind being at the bottom of a brook. Although the distance was short some dogs didn’t take the handlers line and ran down the side of the wheat which they were standing on to be sent, handlers then having to think quick and stop the dogs and send them right, into the wind and wood to the area.

The novices having a shorter distance and standing just in the wood, didn’t seem to have too much problem with this test, as their fellow team members.
The 4th test for the novices was a mark in front of a fence to the right and a delayed mark in front of an open gate where the ground dipped out of site on the fall area. This again didn’t cause trouble for the majority of dogs.

The Open dogs had a mark behind a large post and rail fence which the ground fell to the right in front of it, the dummy falling into a wheat field. The delay was in the same place as the novices but the gate being shut.  This caused a lot of problems for the flatcoats and EMGC teams. 

After a coffee break the novices as a team went under both judges for a walk up.

Each dog having to get a long mark with the fall area out of site and a blind. 

 Each team was called up when it was their turn to run, so not being able to watch and see where the blinds were as these were put out in the same area for all the teams.
 The flatcoats struggling with the mark retrieve but sadly for the EMGC team the wind direction changed and all failed to get the blind. 
The open teams were then called up to do their walk up, walking a slightly different line making the blind longer.  The walk-up not causing any problems.
 The results were then added up while everyone chatted and sat in the glorious sun having a hot pork roll and salad which Mrs Helen Dilworth had kindly organised, we had the results and the day was rounded of with tea and cakes.
May I say a Huge Thank you to the judges and to the helpers for the day: - Mr Rory Willcox, Mr Mike Hirst, Mr Ken Rawlings, Mrs Debbie Hall and Mrs Kath Wintersgill, without your help the test‘s and day would not have gone so smoothly. Thank You, Sandra Braithwaite.
Results

Top Team    UNITED RETREIVER CLUB             NOVICE   337
                                                                                OPEN    329                                         TOTAL    666

EAST MIDLAND GUNDOG CLUB                       NOVICE   263

                                                                               OPEN    315                                            TOTAL  578
FLATCOAT RETREIVER CLUB                             NOVICE 254
                                                                               OPEN   285                                            TOTAL 539
TOP OPEN DOG                STEVE NEWITT (urc)   TIA
TOP NOVICE DOG            TERRY DOBSON (urc)   KATIE
